bold military action.    It created a fait accompli in the    129
name of the Polish nation.
In the Kielce marketplace were Polish soldiers and
the white and red flag of Poland was flying—the first
in many decades,
"We wanted the Polish soldier," Pilsudski summed
it up later, "not to remain a mystical entity deprived of
flesh and blood. In the great world war, fought on Polish
soil, when soldiers with bayonets and uniforms would
penetrate to every cottage and farm of the countryside,
we wanted the Polish soldier to be something more than
a pretty picture. We wanted Poland who had forgotten
the sword so entirely since 1863, to see it flashing in
the air, in the hands of her own soldiers."
It was not only the Poles who must be made aware
of the existence of the Legions. All the countries in-
volved in the war, Central Powers and Allies alike, must
be reminded that there was still a Poland, to be reck-
oned with during the fighting, to be considered in the
discussions at the peace table.
"I would not allow Poles to be missing," Pilsudski
expressed this thought, "at a time when foreign powers
were cutting new frontiers. When swords were being
thrown into the scales of destiny, I would not allow
the Polish sword to be absent."
After two days the Kussian artillery drove the
Legions out of Kielce. Eeturning from a conference
with some Austrian officers, Pilsudski met his men on
the highroad, ordered them to turn back, and led them
in person to drive out the Russians and occupy the
town again—an event small enough in itself, but doub-
ling the men's confidence in Mm. For the future it was
invaluable.
He was busy enough the four weeks they stayed at
Kielce. They were so poorly equipped, there was every-
thing to do: requisition horses, open workshops— tailor-
ing shop, shoe shop, harness shop—enroll volunteers,

